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Infant Mortality. 

The infant mortality rate (number of deaths of infants under 1 year 
of age per 1,000 born alive) is 87 in 1919 and is the lowest infant mor- 
tality rate on record in the birth registration area. Among the States 
these rates range from 63 in Oregon and Washington to 113 in South 
Carolina. 

The foregoing are among the salient facts brought out in the accom- 
panying table. 

Births and infant mortality, 1919. 



Area. 



Registration area, total 

STATES. 

California 

Connecticut 

Indiana ... 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

New Hampshire 

New York 

North Carolina 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Carolina 

Utah 

Vermont 





Deaths of 




infants 


Number 


under 1 


of births. 


year of age 




per 1,000 




live births. 


1,365,585 


87 


56, 527 


70 


33,912 


86 


59,286 


79 


36,373 


70 


57,737 


82 


15, 496 


91 


33,972 


105 


87,81.7 


88 


83,910 


90 


51,942 


67 


8,778 


93 


226, 108 


84 


73,854 


84 


113,054 


90 


13, 540 


63 


207,905 


100 


(>5 


(') 


44,624 


113 


13,040 


71 


7,032 


85 



Area. 



Number 
of births. 



states— continued 

Virginia 

"Washington 

Wisconsin 

cities. 

California: 

Los Angeles 

San Francisco 

Washington, D. C 

Baltimore, Md 

Boston, Mass 

Detroit, Mich 

Minneapolis, Minn 

Buftalo.N. Y 

New Y ork City 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Philadelphia, Pa 

Pittsburgh, Pa 

Milwaukee, Wis 



60,785 
25,112 
54, 781 



9,130 

8,369 

8,180 

17, 539 

18.793 

25; 625 

8,126 

12,694 

130, 308 

6,939 

18, 393 

41,924 

14,465 

10, 173 



Deaths of 
infants 
under 1 

year of age 
per 1,000 

live births. 



91 
63 
80 



67 
62 
85 
98 
97 
97 
05 
110 
81 



91 
114 

101 



1 Figuresfor Rhole Island for 1919 are not shown beoause that State failed to furnish transcripts for 
the entire year. 



PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH, JULY AND AUGUST, 1920. 

The accompanying table is reprinted, by permission, from the 
Statistical Bulletin of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. for Septem- 
ber, 1920. The figures are based on the strength of approximately 
13,000,000. 

Although these rates apply to a sele'cted group, they give com- 
parative mortality conditions for the periods covered. 

During August, there was practically no change from the low 
death rate shown in this same group for July, namely 8.2 per 1,000. 
For the last four months the rate has been well below 10 per 1,000. 
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Death rates per 100, 000 for principal causes, July and August, 1920, and year 1919. 
(Industrial Department, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.] 





Rate per 100,000 lives exposed. 


Cause of death. 


August, 
1920. 


July, 1920. 


Year 1919. 




817.9 


815.5 


1,063.0 








8.2 

3.2 

3.2 

6.6 

12.1 

5.8 

120.1 

67.4 

6.1 

51.0 

95.0 

31.7 

12.1 

30.2 

60.7 

20.0 

5.9 

6.8 

76.2 

14.5 

195.5 


5.6 

7.5 

2.7 

4.8 

12.4 

8.2 

132. 5 

67.8 

5.7 

48.3 

100.7 

34.0 

11.4 

18.0 

63.7 

19.3 

6.1 

5.3 

72.9 

13.5 

(') 

188. 9 


7.3 




3.5 




3.9 




3.2 




20.9 




96.9 




156.5 




67.0 




6.4 




59.8 




113.9 




117.2 




17.0 




16.9 




73.5 




20.0 




6.8 




6.9 




80.4 




10.7 




16.6 




184.9 







' Less than 0.05 per 100,000. 



ALABAMA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH HELD TO BE A LEGAL 

BODY. 1 

The State Board of Health of Alabama was attacked on the ground 
that, as constituted by the statutes of Alabama since 1875, it "is an 
illegal body, because it is in fact a private corporation, and because 
the legislature can not make such a private corporation a repository 
of governmental powers, even for purely administrative purposes." 

Under the statutes the Medical Association of the State of Alabama 
is the State board of health, and the board of censors of that asso- 
ciation is the State committee of public health. The State board of 
health elects the State health officer and fixes his term of office and 
salary. When the State board of health is not in session, the State 
committee of public health acts for said board, and when the com- 
mittee is not in session, the State health officer acts for the board and 
committee. 

The Supreme Court of Alabama held "that the State board of 
health is a legal bodj r , lawfully empowered, and that it is entitled, 
through its legally qualified State health officer, to receive and, 
within the law, to expend the money appropriated thereto by the 

"Parke et al. v. Bradley, State Treasurer, et at (86 South., 28). 



